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• When and on which legal bases can governments be held responsible for
the way they face the COVID-19 pandemic?

• What is the role for the courts in times of pandemics and how are courts
balancing fundamental rights and freedoms, with special regard to the
ones of the most vulnerable?

• Can courts' decisions be a guidance for policy makers and governments in
designing their responses to the current global crisis?

A few questions triggered the “COVID-19 Litigation Project”



WITH WHOM?

• An initiative started in late 2020 by the University of Trento (Italy) with the financial support of
WHO, in cooperation with scholars from major universities and research centers, including

– Global Pandemic Network, Solomon Center of Health Law at Yale, University of Externado in Colombia,
National University of Singapore, VIT School at Chennai (India), NTH University in Taiwan, Makerere
University (Uganda), Center for Health Law Research at QUT (Australia)

• The role of the International Network of Judges and Scholars with representatives from 34
countries around the world

HOW? An interdisciplinary approach and a comparative law methodology

WHICH OBJECTIVES?

–enabling policy makers together with courts, lawyers and scholars to access a database on
caselaw inherent to fundamental rights in times of pandemic and compare different streams of
litigation

–providing guidance, by reference to caselaw practice, on how to balance conflicting interests
and fundamental rights and freedoms affected by restraint measures

The Covid19 Litigation Project 
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Online at https://www.covid19litigation.org/

500 cases online, more will come

Search by:

- World region and country

- Year

- Area of interest

- Fundamental rights involved

- Public/private parties

- Vulnerable group

- Decision’s outcome

Keep up-to-date about latest news and cases

Report a case from your own jurisdiction
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A glimpse on the first set of 
500 cases now online

INDIGENOUS

PEASANTS

MIGRANTS

INFIRM

RELIGIOUS MINORITY

OTHER
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In which areas is litigation mostly emerging? 

MAIN AREAS:
BUSINESS FREEDOM

FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT

PROCEDURAL LAW

ASSOCIATION AND RELIGION

DETENTION AND PRISON

SCOPE OF POWERS

VACCINATION

NON DISCRIMINATION

EDUCATION
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Balancing public health v. fundamental rights: which rights are mostly invoked?

EQUALITY

RIGHT TO WORK

FREEDOM FROM TORTURE

RIGHT TO HOUSING

RIGHTS OF CHILDREN

RIGHTS OF PRISONERS

RIGHTS OF HOMELESS

RIGHT TO FOOD AND

WATER

RIGHT TO ESSENTIAL

UTILITIES

RIGHT TO AN EFFECTIVE

REMEDY

DUE PROCESS

FREEDOM OF ART

SELF-DETERMINATION

RIGHT TO INFORMATION

ELECTION RIGHTS

RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS

OTHER

MAIN RIGHTS:
HEALTH

MOVEMENT

BUSINESS

ASSOCIATION, GATHER.
ACCESS TO JUSTICE

RELIGION

MAIN RIGHTS:
HEALTH

MOVEMENT

BUSINESS

ASSOCIATION, GATHER.
ACCESS TO JUSTICE

RELIGION



• An ongoing initiative

• Continuous case reporting expected within the Project teams and network

• Inputs expected from external observers and the Database’s users (‘Report a 
Case’ function available) 

• Many open questions:

–How will litigation evolve along the pandemic waves?

–Will policy makers take judicial outcomes into account in future decision making?

–Will fundamental rights be protected to a higher extent where courts are more active?

–How will science influence litigation?  

Looking ahead



Thank you

Email:

Follow us on Twitter:

For more information visit:

paola.Iamiceli@unitn.it

contact@covid19litigation.org

https://www.covid19litigation.org/

https://twitter.com/covidlitigation 
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